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ADDITIONAL NOTES BY SRI. V. SATHAKOPAN

SaraNAgati has been described as "the meeting point of human effort and
divine grace, when human effort is exhausted completely and the human being
transfers his entire responsibilities fo God's grace". SaraNAgati as one of the
most important Saadhana doctrines has ancient "philosophical antecedents".
Its roots are in the VedAs, Upanishads, Smruthis, Dharma SaasthrAs,
Saathvika PurANAs like VishNu PurANam and AzhwAr's dhivya Prabhandhams.

SARANAGATI AND THE ACHARYA PARAMPARAI

Various AchAryAs built on these secure foundations the mansion of SaraNAgati
and placed Sriman Narayanan as the Supreme Lord at its center for us to
surrender and gain the Prama PurushArtham of Saayujya Moksham. The
AchAryAs have assigned different names for SaraNAgati such as Prapatthi,
Bhara nyAsa, Athma nikshEpa, Athma SamarpaNam, Saadhya Bhakthi,
UpAyathva PrArthana, unconditional self-surrender and others. The Acharyas

buo updobopos
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44 established that SaraNAgati is open to all irrespective of their birth status (as

one of the four VarNaas) or gender or intellectual sophistication or tapas/
anushtAna Balam. They showed further that the route of SaraNAgati
(Prapatthi Yogam) was open to anyone who is not competent to follow the
rigorous paths of Karma Yogam or Jn~Ana Yogam or Bhakthi Yogam.

FROM ACHARYA NAATHA MUNI TO KUMARA VARADACCHAR

Acharya Naatha Muni, the direct disciple of Swamy NammAzhwAr used the
upadEsams of the AzhwArs for advancing the SaraNAgati doctrines and
influenced the views of the AchArya Paramparai that succeeded him. Swamy
ALavanthAr, the grandson of AchArya Naatha Muni, taught us about the
efficacy of SaraNAgati in His Sri Sookthis of CatusslOki as well as StOtra
Ratnam and eulogized SaraNAgati as the unfailing means to secure the Lord's
grace and thereby realize Moksha Siddhi.

AchArya RaamAnuja identified by Swamy AlLavanthAr as the Darsana
Pravartakar after His times created SaraNAgati Gadhyam, offered His own
SaraNAgati to Lord RanganathA and provided the know how for the practice of

sadagopan.org

SaraNAgati by one and all. In all His nine Sri Sookthis, AchArya RaamAnuja
referred directly or indirectly fo SaraNAgati doctrines. Even in Sri BhAshya,
AchArya RaamAnuja makes passing reference to SaraNAgati: "tasya ca
vaseekaraNam tad SaraNAgati yEva". The meaning of the extended passage
containing the above excerpt is: "He (God) being the inner controller, is the
accomplisher of the fruit of the upAsana as well. He is the Supreme Object and
the means for perfecting the Upasana is for attracting Him. To attract Him (to
You) is only through taking refuge in Him".

Immediate successors of AchArya RaamAnuja elaborated on the concepts of
SaraNAgati and enriched it. It was left however to Swamy Desikan to
rigorously demonstrate the efficacy of SaraNAgati as an independent means
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for Moksha Siddhi through His magnum opus of Srimad Rahasya traya Saaram

and other Sri Sookthis such as NyAsa trayee, SaraNAgati Dheepika, NikshEpa




of SaraNAgati Saasthram and "elaborated, reaffirmed and consolidated the

tenets of SaraNAgati" on a solid foundation.

SWAMY DESIKAN AND SARANAGATI

Dr. C. UmakAntham sums up the contributions of Swamy Desikan to advance the

tenets of SaraNAgati Saasthram in his Doctoral thesis entitled "Greatness of

SaraNAgati in SrI VaishNavism" this way:

"Swamy Desikan believed that the Jeevan should seek God's grace in
helpless conditions and only then the Jeevan can receive refuge and help
from the Lord.

Sri Devi is Omni pervasive like Her Lord.

The Path of SaraNAgati can be adopted by those who can not follow other
SadhanAs such as Karma, Jn~Ana and Bhakthi yOgAs.

The successful practice of SaraNAgathi depends on practicing its five
important angAs such as Anukoolya Sankalpa.

SaraNAgati is a consequence of the grace of God.

God's forgiveness can be received only on performing SaraNAgati,
irrespective of whether Prapanna has committed sins knowingly or
unknowingly.

In SaraNAgati, Prapanna must cling fo God (markata-kiSOra nyAya) so that
he can be carried to Moksha by God's grace".

KUMARA VARADACCHAR, THE SON AND PRATAANA SISHYA OF SWAMY DESIKAN

KumAra VaradAcchAr (1316-1401 C.E) was the successor to Swamy Desikan in
AchArya Paramparai. Swamy Desikan was 48 years young, when his son was born

due to the anugraham of Lord VaradarAjan of Kaanchi. He was a great scholar

buo updobopos
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44 in his own right and is saluted as Sri Ramanuja SiddhAntha Vijaya dhvaja by us.
His reverence for his illustrious father as his own AchArya was immense.
KumAra VaradhAchArya is known for three things:

o He consecrated the archA images of his Father at many dhivya dEsams
(ThUppul, Melkote, Thiruvaheendhrapuram, SrivilliputthUr, Thirukkudanthai,
VeNNARRankarai and others) after his AchAryan ascended Parama Padham.
He composed many Sri Sooktis celebrating the greatness of Swamy Desikan
and His Sri Sookthis on this fopic are: Desika StOtra, Desika Vigraha
dhyAna, PrArthanA ashTaka, Vedantha Desika Prapatthi and Desika
Mangalam.

o With Brahmatantra Svatantra ParakAla Yathi (1286-1386 C.E), KumAra
VaradAcchAr nurtured the Sri Sooktis of Swamy Desikan. ParakAla Yathi I
was a direct disciple of Swamy Desikan and yet performed Bhagavath
Vishayam KalakshEpam under KumAra VaradAcchAr.

o KumAra VaradAcchAr was deeply involved in Para Matha KaNDanam like his
illustrious Father and AchAryan. He commented on important Sri Sookthis
of his Father: VirOdha Parihara in Sanskrit (a rendering of Swamy Desikan's
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MaNipravALa grantham), Rahasya trayArta sangraha, MeemAmsa PaadhukA
ParitrANa, tattva traya ChulakArta Sangraha and others. KumAra
VaradAcchArya blessed us with original works such as avidhyA KaNTana and
AsrayAnupatti  (fough criticism of advaitha doctrines), adhikAra
ChintAmaNi, Rahasya traya KaarikA and other KaNDana Granthams.

e KumAra VaradAcchAr's devotional fervour to his Father and AchAryan is
noteworthy. In this context, he composed StOtram, Prapatthi and
MangaLAsAsanam on Swamy Desikan. In this monograph, we will cover

Swamy Desika Prapatthi. Later, his sishyar, PrathivAdhi Bayankaram Annan
created SuprabhAdham, StOtram, Prapatthi and Mangalam for Lord
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: VenkatEsa of Thirumala following his AchAryan's path.




St0trams & Commentaries
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SrImAn venkaTa nAthArya: kavitArkikakesarl |

vedAntAcAryavaryO me sannidhattAm sadAhrudi ||
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SrI KumAravaradAcAriyAr Taniyan
geT aRtivg g e |
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SrImallakshmaNa yogeendra siddhAnta vijayadhvajam |

viSvAmitra kulodbhUtam varadAryamaham bhaje ||
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SrI Lakshmi HayagrIvar
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STOTRAM

frgaHdE- RTET- ROl

fsaferaniy-afemTeg - ferarngat |

E fraf-are-gHei-Fa-Fear ai
E AR - =N ZROT 99 |

vidvanmatangaja SikhA bharaNaayamAnau

viSVAtiSaayi mahimAmbu nidhAnabhUtau |

vidvEshi vAdi mukuTee kruta kuTTanau tau

vEdAntasoori caraNau SaraNam prapadye | |

Qum(m,6i:
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY SRI. V. SATHAKOPAN (V.S)

AdiyEn seeks as refuge the sacred feet of VedAnthasoori, which is the
jewelery (AbharaNam) for the heads (Siras) of great scholars. Those

TR TR T T T T T T T T T

Thiruvadikal have a mahimai (Vaibhavam) that is superior to everything and
knock on the heads of the Kudhrushtis and Kumathis belonging to Para Matham
and chastises them.

The AchArya abhimAnam of KumAra VaradAcchAr is touchingly expressed
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A here. Swamy Desikan's sacred feet are visualized as an ennobling head
AbharaNam (SirOnmaNi) for Mahaa VidhvAns because of their mahimai (glory)
to bless one with caturvidha PurushArthams. At the same time, they defeat the
Paramatha Vaadhis and knock on their heads to bring sense to them and chase
away their futile arguments.

It is interesting to see the First letter of each of the four Paadhams of this
Prapatthi stOtram start with "V (Vidvan, ViSvAtiSaayi, VidvEshi and
VedAntasoori as an example in the first slOkam). The last line of the Prapatti
StOtram is always ending with the refrain: "VedAnta Soori caraNau SaraNam
prapadyE".

THE MEANING OF THE WORD PRAPADYE

The word "PrapadyE" is an important word found in the Poorva BhAgam of dvaya
mantram (SrIman nArAyaNa caraNau SaraNam PrapadyE). Swamy Desikan has
provided detailed commentary for this word in number of His Sri Sookthis
dealing with the meanings of dvaya (SaraNAgati) mantram. Pra and Pad form
PrapadyE. PrapadyE refers to unassailable, supreme faith (Mahaa VisvAsam) in
the Lord (AchAryan here) and includes Gopthruthva VaraNam, KaarpaNyam as

sadagopan.org

angams of Prapatthi and the angi of Athma nikshEpam.
ACHARYA PRAPATTHI

This AchArya Prapatthi is based on the comprehension that Guru is the
Supreme gathi (parA Gathi, Supreme Brahman (Param Brahma, thEvu
MaRRaRiyEn), Param dhanam (Supreme Wealth). AchAryA's sacred feet has to
be placed with reverence and humility on their heads by the sishyas (tat paadau
gruhya svE nidhAya vinayAnvita:).

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ACHARYA CARANAM
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caraNau": This word stands as upalakshaNam for the dhivya Mangala
Vigraham of Swamy Desikan, the VedAnthAchAryan. The Sacred feet of
AchAryan and SarvEswaran are easy as an object for the sishyan's dhyAnam
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E (citAlambana saukaryam) and for enhancing thereby the krupA of the AchAryan k 3
towards the sishyan (krupA uttambhakatA). When one utters "caraNau
! SaraNam prapadyE", it shows the depth of trust (VisvAsa dhArDyam) for
E attaining Sathgathi.

The first Paadam of the first slOkam deals with the soulabhyam (Ease of
access) of the sacred feet and the second Paadam deals with their supremacy
| (Parattvam). The third paadam deals with the Para Matha KaNDanam aspect.
The fourth Paadam is used to record the Prapatthi performed by KumAra

VaradAcchAr at his AchAryan's Thiruvadi.
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STOTRAM 2
 FpE - AT T
~ N an ~ 2 |

o —H.'H]%— < _ c_=
AR - <O 2N a9 |

. viSvambharA matitarAmapi bhAvayantau

g , vinyAsatO vividhasajjanatA nubhAvyau |
g vistAra samsruti mahArNava karNadhArau
o
o
=)
O
-g ; Qum(ma:
)
B 10 (Ip 65 L W 91g 65 UL LT AT (6 6V , 186 w L5155 61 LD UgsTFES B F

| QFublaiparourud,  BOGLIT  LMITMID  SHTWM,  SEEHHWI  oHHIpsiTer
Fooewrdl CurpplinGusmeuwril, ugbSIH Blorm Opalsd HLBod HL D5
TGS SMHaugHdm JHLMBGW @LIBMIar  Cursim L CHuolmHer
; B BLNF  FIId  LFHBEDTCmear. Q@QBHeormed Oprlwudbeaipd  LFTUds S eapLd
QFmaLOMmmI.

. ADDITIONAL COMMENTARIES BY V.S

3
i
i
i
i
i
i,
i vEdAntasoori caraNau SaraNam prapadye ||
3
i
3
i
3
i
3
2 This slOkam is said to cover the Praapakathvam and PrApyathvam aspects of
i the sacred feet of Swamy Desikan. PrApaka means "that which makes one
; aftain the desired end (sathgathi in this case). "PrApya" means that which is to
3

' be attained. SaraNAgathi at the sacred feet of Swamy Desikan makes one

realize Sathgathi. Those sacred feet serve as the boat to ferry us across the
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fierce ocean of SamsAram to Sri Vaikuntam and are revered as one's Father, k ; 4
Mother and all types of Bhandhus. As they move around the world, these sacred

feet illumine the earth on which they step.
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STOTRAM 3
Fy TR - - 19U SOy

o _ Y _ ‘\:l

faNlaY

e T - - 2T T -
AR -=RON 2T a9 |

viSvAntarAndha tamasa kshapaNa praveeNau

vidyOtamAna nakharEndu mayookhajAlai: |

vikhyAta tAmarasa SankharathAnga cihnau

vEdAntasoori caraNau SaraNam prapadye | |
Qum(m,6i:

&6M(T) LD 1535 515 6111601 Sl6v GleumaTwim Gsv 6T60 6V (T 63 L_UI 2_GiT6M(I, 2aTujLd
CuUTHFGHLWHMl, 2 HFHIOTHAMDT UFyIOTU FPUULL HIWDT, FEIGE FHBILD
WHOWMDEDM  DHLWTMOTS 2 mLW WEHwlHsar BmealgHomF FIsd
316 L BCm6nt.

Cam@EHmDH B0 6TevT QL EIBMMID HHIUNd FEIG LOHMID FHI 1pDHHlemIdhen
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(7" 4 ADDITIONAL COMMENTARIES BY V.S

adiyEn seeks the refuge of the sacred feet of Swamy Desikan, which left the
imprints of the Conch and Disc on the earth during His sanchArams (travels).
PeriyAzhwAr describes how the movement of BalagOpAlan in Gokulam left
imprints of the disc and conch on the earth as a result of Him being Bhagavaan
Himself. Swamy Desikan is an amsam of Saptha Giri BhagavAn,
ThiruvEngadamudayAn and hence there is no surprise that his foot prints left
the signs of the disc and conch (Sankha rathAnga cihnams), whenever his
sacred feet made contact with the earth during his travels. This is utthama
Purusha LakshaNam. The radiant lustre emanating from the nails of the sacred
feet had the effect of removing the internal darkness (ajn~Anam and
vipareetha Jn~Anam) of those who came across Swamy Desikan. The luster of
the nails had a cleansing power and chased away the darkness inside the minds

of those, who prostrated before Him.
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(7" 4 ADDITIONAL COMMENTARIES BY V.S

sadagopan.org

3

Here, KumAra VaradAcchAr points out that Swamy Desikan’'s Thiruvadi had the
power to destroy the hatred, egotism based on higher birth, superior
scholarship and jealousy of haughty and intemperate men. Many scholars who
were jealous of Swamy Desikan came for debate with Him and were soundly
defeated. They recognized His greatness and fell at His feet and were cured of
their egotism and asooyai. The sacredness of the Feet arises also from the
daily habit (dinacharyA) of those feet traveling to the Lord's house at Kaanchi,
Srirangam and Thiruvaheendhrapuram every morning for participating in
SuprabhAtham, Viswaroopa Darsanam during the morning's nithyAnusandhAnam
(VishNu Alaya anugamana nitya krtyau) and taking part in the Veda , dhivya
Prabhandha ghOshtis during the Uthsavams for the Lord throughout the year.
Those sacred feet were also saluted by great scholars of His time (VedAnta
vihitAnjali gOcarau caraNau). KumAra VaradAcchAr seeks the refuge of those

holy feet of VedAntha Desikan (VedAnta soori caraNau SaraNam prapadyE).
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTARIES BY V.S

Here, KumAra VaradAcchAr enjoys the physical beauty of the sacred feet of

Swamy Desikan. He visualizes them as winning the red lily in beauty and luster
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them as the reincarnation of a tender creeper (vEshAntara upagata pallava
tallajau caraNau SaraNam prapadyE).

That tender creeper has taken another form fo transform itself to a tender
shoot (pallava ftallaja caraNam). KumAra VaradAcchAr performs His
SaraNAgati at those sacred feet of his AchAryan and attributes his good
fortune to have resulted from the anugraha Balam of great BhAgavathAs, who

have performed their own BharanyAsam at the feet of BhagavAn
(VishNvArpitAtmA  jana bhAgya vipAkabhUtau caraNau SaraNamaham
prapadyE).
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTARIES BY V.S k : ot

Here KumAra VaradAcchAr salutes the tender toes of the sacred feet of
Swamy Desikan and compares their softness to those of the slender stamens of

E a most beautiful flower and performs SaraNAgati o them (VismEra kEsara
E lasan mrdulanguleekau tau caraNau SaraNam prapadyE). The matchless beauty
i (vElatilanghi sushumA sukumAra bhAvau caraNau). Those sacred feet of a
Parama Bhaagavatha like Swamy Desikan are described by KumAra
VaradAcchAr as being worshipped even by Brahmaa and other DevAs (vEdhO-

mukhairapi surair-vihita praNaamau tau caraNau SaraNam prapadyE).
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTARIES BY V.S

Here, KumAra VaradAcchAr reveals the avathAra rahasyam of the sacred feet
of Swamy Desikan. He says that they incarnated to uplift the suffering
samsAris of the world through their upadEsams on SaraNAgati Saasthram
(VisvOpakAra karaNAya krtAvatArau tau caraNau SaraNam prapadyE). The

powerful dust from those sacred feet destroy the rajO guNams of samsAris.
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTARIES BY V.S

Here the glory of the SrI Paadha theertham of Swamy Desikan is saluted.

Those who were blessed to be part of the KaalakshEpa GhOshtis of Swamy
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24 Desikan became living examples of the adage: "Vidya dadAti vinayam". They
partook the sacred waters from the reverential washing of their AchAryan's
feet. KumAra VaradAcchAr points out that the Sri Paadha theertham of Swamy
Desikan is more sacred than the holy water that flowed from the Lord's feet
during the TrivikramAvathAram (VishNvanghri nirgata sarit pravarAnubhAvau
tau caraNau) and that the SripAdha theertham of Swamy Desikan was forever
vigilant in protecting His sishyAs (vyAnamra sishya jana rakshaNa jAkarookau
tau caraNau) like KanthAdai LakshmaNAcchAr and blessed him with a progeny
through the power of His SrI Paadha Theertham. Once at Srirangam a great
scholar by the name of KanthAdai LakshmaNAcchAr grew jealous over Swamy
Desikan's growing fame as an AchAryan and made snide remarks about the
scholarship of Swamy Desikan. The sishyAs of KanthAdai Swamy took the cue
and insulted Swamy Desikan at His ThirumALigai. Swamy Desikan was very much
saddened by this incident and decided to leave Srirangam and settle down at
Sathyagalam, a village on the bank of Cauvery in KarnAtaka dEsam, where there
is a Temple for Lord VaradarAja and PerumdEvi ThAyAr. Swamy Desikan's
kaalakshEpa GhOshti moved with Him to Sathyagalam. Back at Srirangam, the
apachArams committed by the SishyAs of KanthAdai Swamy led to him having a

sadagopan.org

skin disease that made him disfigured. He lost the color of the skin. His wife
advised KanthAdai Swamy to travel fo Sathyagalam and seek the forgiveness of
Swamy Desikan for the aparAdhams of his sishyAs. KanthAdai Swamy left with
his devi to Sathyagalam, fell at the feet of Swamy Desikan and sought
permission to join the ongoing KaalkshEpams. He spent an year there and every
day, he partook the Sri PAdha theerttham of Swamy Desikan. He regained his
skin tone and was also blessed with a child after being childless for many years.
KanthAdai named the child Theertha PiLLai since it was born as a result of the
power of Swamy Desikan's Sri Paadha Theertham. Kumara VaradAcchAr states

i
i
:
i
5.
i
i
i
:
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
:
i
:
i
i
i
:
i here that he seeks the protection of those sacred feet of his AchAryan.
i
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTARIES BY V.S
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Here two more aspects of the Vaibhavam of the sacred feet of Swamy Desikan

sought as refuge by KumAra VaradAcchAr are being covered. Lord
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RanganAthA's uthsavams are visualized in this context. Indhran, Brahma and k
other DevAs are assembled to enjoy the sanchAram of the Lord in the Raaja
Veedhis of Srirangam. Swamy Desikan is following the Lord as a part of the
Veda PaarAyaNa ghOshti during the Uthsavams. Swamy Desikan goes on
anuyAthraa with Lord Ranganaatha. The tEjas of Swamy Desikan attracts the
attention of the learned BhagavathAs, who are humble by nature due to their
true scholarship. These BhAgavathAs follow Him now. KumAra VaradAcchAr
states that he is performing his SaraNAgati at those sacred feet of Swamy
Desikan (VedAnta soori caraNau SaraNam prapadyE).
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swami after thirumanjanam
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTARIES BY V.S

The humility of KumAra VaradAcchAr, the loftiness of sambhandham with the
Thiruvadi of SadAchAryan like Swamy Desikan and the anugraha sakthi of the
sacred feet of Swamy Desikan are revealed in the final slOkam of this
Prapatthi grantham bequeathed to us by the pradhAna sishyar and son of

sadagopan.org

Swamy Desikan. Here, KumAra VaradAcchAr describes himself with all humility
as one without Mahaa ViswAsam, Bhagavath bhakthi and VairAgyam. He
condemns himself as one engaged in activities that are not prescribed by
Bhagavath SaasthrAs and as one who is immersed in vishaya sukhams. He thanks
his AchAryan for displaying Dayaa and qualifying him to become fit to take part

in debates with the VidvAns on many occasions to defend our darsanam against
attacks by Para mathams. KumAra VaradAcchAr's AchArya bhakthi is
astounding.
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